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because T knew: tl_lese chlldlen_“

needed services.”

She decided to begm a_care -
center that would prnnarliy bean
cducatlonal cnwronment that

could accommocla_te !H or hﬂ.l’ldl-
capped children,

A licensed RN is on-snte 111
“The Infirmary.”

‘ “Havmg dntirse on-site is not '_
.only abenefitto _the _ohlld_r_cn with

. .zine,

‘Administration, and that honor

“brought Johmson:aud Rainbow .-
. :Station nattonal exposure, Later ::
that year, Rainbow .Station was .

featured in Entrepreneur maga-

;Johnson was.also president of

-the National Association for Sick
Chlld Daycare at the tune Z she

* probleris, butdlso ahilge_be:}eﬁt_;.--_l e

to the other clnldren, Johhso_h

_sa1d
"We have seen that when a

- ciuld GO, 1_11 (w1th dlS‘]bllllleS)

E on thelr own, Iohnson sald

“Children are grouped in six-

_munth age level increments and
. Progress: thmugh the pre-school

" progedm imtil ‘age 5 Ouice they
gooff to ‘either pubhc of private

school, they can attend Rainbow
Station’s after-school program,
called “The Village,” & colorful

place: that - features “a > library, =05
arcade, cafe, toy rooin; computer SRR
. lab,sgymnasiuin-and & vatlety of -

-other activities. © -
Rambow Statlon has degree

teachers on staﬂ' and i is accredlt-_-. :

.ed, by, the. Nauon
Eatly Chlldhood

) NanonalAssoclatlon for the Edu-

-cauon of Young Chitdren.-
Ioimsun s business has £ToWn

"fstesdlly There . are ‘now - three
oner in
Hanover, one in Chesterﬂeld and.
-the _ongmai Waest End _locatl_on SR
near,Three Chopt-and Cox toads.-

-Rambow Stanons

In 1996, Johnson was a final-

: _imond

“the Rlchmond mes-D]spatch 5
busmess departm nt in con;unc- ;

_lst for :Small Busmess Person-of. .
thie Year-forthe" Gréater Rich: -
ber ¢ of Commerce. - -

30 a year. i

It wasi’t long before_ she

began getting inguiries about _
: .franchlsmg ilei concept

“Pnor to 1999 We sald 10 .[to

! mqumes} because my - feeling
‘was, unkess it could be donewell,
-1 didn’t want to do it,” she said, °

'I‘he company hired a consul- -
tant and formed a; Uniform Fran-.
hige OFfermg Clrcular, a docu-..-..
:mep_t :that :spells_.out _huw__ a-
. franchise will work, and an oper-.

“ations manual and marke!mg
. phn

By October of‘ that year, the '
company was ready to annouuce :
its: p[ans to franchlse :

In.1997; she Was; named the___
= Sm‘lll Business Person of the Year-
“hyi the U8 “Small . Business

. es, but she is no hirry,

_open” ':20 or f .

"'-plpelme” this year. Ultlmately,

“ar flve new, franch:ses

.- slightly . breathless
T excntmg T
“We se out ths ﬂurry of let-‘

-'flrst franchlse in - San
. Tha nfwe is current-
1y in local approval stages ‘and

will be under, consnuctmu by
" June. A

“The .second franchise, in

-Atlanta, was sold a4 few -weeks

QRO e
“Fhat one is in the prelimi-
nary site development/land acqui-

" sition phase Johnson Sﬂld “In

lhe me'mtame here, we're franti-

'caliy runmng s0 ‘when they et
o _ready fbr the next ph'ase we’ll be

1

" She. s11d she has about 40
leads on. possible new, ﬁ'anclns- :

6 p_refer_thut we_grows]ow- .
ly*:she :said.-*T:want 10. be sure

ithat :we've ‘ailed : the ‘quality.
- We're “dealing “with . children’s
“lives and their success here

Jo]msons plan is to get four
“in the

thaugh, the business potential is

‘huge, she said, bécause the need
for guality care For il childrer; -
: ':mcludmg tlmse with health prob-

served in that post for fwe years ) _.Qlems, i3 gmwmg ﬂa‘m"auy

_'_‘-_ﬁfrom 1994 o 1999

"Maybe as we get good at it,

‘then we can open 20 or 30 a
“year,” she said.

-:Meanwhile, “on the home-

‘fron Johnson'is b_ul_ldmg anew -
‘Rainbow -Station “Comiplex fon

hree Chopt Road to replace thie
original: center;: which “is :all

" housed in leased properties. The

new center should:be complete

* within a couple weeks and the
'-"'adjommg “Village™ for” school
“age -children” slmuid be done
'shortly after that : .

“uCan you lmagme movmg

- 300 chlidren into a new building
- and getting them used. to.some- -

thing new?” Iohnson ‘asked,
“Its very

ters andsald, okay, we'll seewhat RO

"‘. happens " Johnson recalled,

Soccer Players thted

| Fhe RJchmond Capitadls Soccer Club is looking for players for the following teams: U-12 G1rls and U-14
G:rls Please caIl 261~KICK(5425) for more information.
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